Reagents and solvents (Sigma-Aldrich, Fluka and Carlo Erba Reagenti) were of synthetic grade and used without further purification. Silica gel 60 (70-230 mesh) was used for chromatography.
1 H NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AV300 (300 MHz) or Bruker Avance 400 (400 MHz) spectrometers. Chemical shifts are given in ppm relative to tetramethylsilane (TMS). UV-vis spectra were measured on a Cary 50 spectrophotometer. Mass spectra were recorded on a VGQuattro spectrometer in the positive-ion mode, using m-nitrobenzyl alcohol (NBA, Aldrich) as a matrix (FAB).
General procedure for preparation of β-nitro corrole iron complexes. 
